Growing up in America these days can be a very challenging
experience. We live in a rapidly evolving and internet frenzied
world that brings children along for the ride often without regard
to accommodating for their innocence, naivety and/or modesty.
But the internet also has its bene ts such as youth being able to
research information and connect with other young people with
similar interests and challenges.

However, growing up can be an even greater challenge when
youre gay or lesbian. Often ridiculed and bullied in school, gay/
lesbian youth sometimes come home to an even more hostile
environment.

Sadly there is a growing number of gay youth who are being told by
their parents to leave home because of their sexuality. Homelessness
among gay teens is an absolute travesty that is further worsened by
additional abuse as many are forced to work as sex workers in order
to support themselves.

This spiral continues downward as gay teens are often exposed to
HIV/AIDS and with no health insurance or community support to
assist them in gaining medical attention.

The Scope of the Problem

TheNationalBlackJustice Coalition s(NBJC) expanding programmatic
initiatives provide visibility and outreach, advocacy, and public
education on the socio-economic issues impacting today s lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) youth. In fact NBJC has
identi ed three major areas where LGBT youth are most vulnerable
along with solutions that we ask that you join us in advocating for:

1. School Harassment/Bullying and Attacks
2. Homelessness
3. HIV/AIDS

The following are disturbing statistics collected by our peer
organizations which validate why NBJC and your e orts are needed
to help protect today s youth!

School Harassment/Bullying and Attacks

75% of school aged students hear derogatory remarks
such as faggot or dyke frequently or often at school,
and nearly nine out of ten (89.2%) reported hearing thats
SO gay oOr youre so gay - meaning stupid or worthless-
either frequently or often.

Over a third (37.8%) of students experience physical
harassment at school on the basis of sexual orientation
and more than a quarter (26.1%) on the basis of their
gender expression.

Nearly one- fth (17.6%) of students have been physically
assaulted because of their sexual orientation and over a
tenth (11.8%) because of their gender expression.

A survey of school principles revealed that while nearly
all (96%) of their schools have anti-bullying policies, less
than half speci cally mention sexual orientation (46%) or
gender identity or expression (39%).

Source: Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN)
The Principal’s Perspective: School Safety, Bullying and Harassment (2007)
National School Climate Survey (2005)
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Power of Us

NBJC Solutions:

Join NBJC in advocating for the following:

1. Support Safe Schools legislation that would provide
comprehensive anti-bullying and anti-discrimination
legislation at the local, state and federal levels.

Support your child s school and school district in adopting

anti-bullying policies which clearly identity harassment

based upon gender identity or expression.

3. Create and support Gay Straight Alliances (GSAs). This
will help to bring children, parents, and teachers together
in understanding each other and the unique challenges
that LGBT youth sometimes face.

4. Increasing visibility and education concerning LGBT
history. Learning more about the dynamic and vibrant
lives of gay/lesbian achievers helps to instill a sense of
pride in gay youth. From their perspective it helps to
know that they truly can do anything and that their sexual
orientation does not have to be a hindrance in their life.

Homelessness

Approximately 26% of gay teens who came out to their
parents/guardians were told they must leave home. LGBT
youth also leave home due to physical, sexual and
emotional abuse.
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More than 33% of youth who are homeless or in the care
of social services experienced a violent physical assault
when they came out as gay or lesbian. This can also lead to
youth leaving a shelter or foster home because they
actually feel safer on the streets.

Homeless LGBT youth are more likely to: use drugs,
participate in sex work that puts them at higher risk for
HIV and other STDs, and attempt suicide.

Of the estimated 1.6 million homeless American youth,
between 20-40% identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgender (LGBT).

Family con ict is the primary cause of homelessness for all
youth, LGBT or straight.

Speci cally, family con ict over a youths sexual
orientation or gender identity is a signi cant factor that
leads to homelessness or the need for out-of-home care.

Source: National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth: An epidemic of homelessness (2007)

NBJC Solutions:

Join NBJC in advocating for the following:

1. Increased funding for shelter space and housing dedicated
for LGBT youth. Once they re kicked out of the house for
being gay, the streets often become the home of gay youth.

2. Expanded LGBT training for state agency sta who work
in child welfare or juvenile justice divisions. Should they

nd refuge in a youth home, gay youth are still abused by
other youth and sometimes by group home workers for
being gay
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